INTRODUCTION
Africa has been relevant in China's global strategy beyond the resource sector. As the resource hunger hypothesis has been the popular assumption behind the motivation of China's interest in the African continent, 4 it is not surprising to see this need for resource regarded as decisive, for positive or negative implications on the African continent. Consequently, China's influence has only been watched through the mining sector.
Three subsequent graphs (Figures 1-3) show that Africa's economic partners are diversified, and China is yet to become the most important player, in terms of African crude oil, or metal as well as non-metal mineral resources export. For example, in 2009 when Europe and United States were suffering from a severe financial crisis, these remained the most important importers of African mineral resource.
CHINA'S INCREASING RESOURCE DEMAND
An examination of the 45 kinds of mineral reserves held by the top ten countries in the world shows that China is third in the world rank for a total value of mineral reserves, following US and -Brazil --France --China --Canada --US --EU 
Percentage of imports
Russia. 5 The image of "China's vast territory and abundant resources" had been so familiar to Chinese nationals before the new century. Notably, the average per capita of China's mineral reserves is as low as 58 per cent of that of the world. 6 China's economic transformation since the 1980s has created a rigid need for mineral resources, as the term "vast territory and abundant resources" gradually disappeared from the textbooks by the end of the 20th century. Major minerals like petroleum, natural gas, copper, iron, coal and bauxite and so on started being sourced from abroad. 7 The increasing trend in resource imports as at 2014 vis-á-vis 2009 by China can be seen in the following table.
--EU-Germany --US-France-Japan -Britain-Spain-ChinaBelgium-TheNetherlands-Norwegian For instance, with oil as an example, using internal reserves, China became oil sufficient in 1963 and its oil export peaked in 1985. Observably, a sea change took place very rapidly as reforms such as openness became the policy drive; the whole economy was transformed and the industrialization generated heavy demand for oil, so fast so that since 1993 China has become a net oil importer (Figure 4 ). At the initial stage, due to limited capacity to import resources through trade, Chinese companies started to think of foreign investment. Only in 1987, for the first time, did China Metallurgical Import and Export Corporate become approved by the State Council to jointly invest in Australian iron mining with a local partner. Thereafter, other investment in mining projects gradually followed, including oil exploitation by Chinese oil companies. These continued in the middle 1990s in several countries, such as Peru, Venezuela, Canada, Thailand, Sudan, and Kazakhstan.
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In 2001, the Chinese Academy of Sciences published a report entitled, "Two Resources, Two Markets: A Study on China's Resources Safety Guarantee System", suggesting a go-global strategy to use both domestic and international resources as well as markets.
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Around 2003, this go-global strategy was formally incorporated into the then Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao's comprehensive economic development strategy. Since then, in order to establish a long-term resource security, Chinese companies were encouraged to increasingly invest in the mining sector abroad, from an energy resource to iron ore, copper, tin, zinc, nickel, and uranium. For the sake of diversifying energy resource, Chinese companies are also encouraged to incorporate in nontraditional energy sources like nuclear, solar and other renewable areas as well as in petroleum. However, as a newcomer, China's investment in the extractive resource sector is only growing gradually due to many practical reasons, and trade in mineral resources for a long time has been playing, and still plays, a major role in China's engagement with the global economy. According to Communiqué on Land and Resources of China 2014, the total volume of import and export of mineral resources was US$1.09 trillion in 2014, accounting for 25.3 per cent of China's total foreign trade in 2014.
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As supplying sources of most needed minerals has become a very important agenda, while the security risks in the world are becoming increasingly challenging, the Chinese government has realized the relevance of diplomatic instruments to enhance its partnership with more parts of the world to diversify the resource supply. We use the example of oil to explain this trend. Beginning from 1999, over 40 per cent of Chinese crude oil supply has come mainly from the Middle East, with the total volume increasing till 2005. However, the Iraqi war in the previous decade and the Libyan crisis since 2011 have both greatly influenced Chinese companies' petroleum trade deals with the Middle East. Accordingly, Africa has since become a relatively stable oil supplier to the Chinese market (see Table 3 ). Thus, oil from a single country like Angola, which replaced Saudi Arab as the biggest supplier to China, accounted for 14 per cent of the total importation in 2013. Source: Chinese General Administration of Customs, 2015.
The criterion to identify the strategic partners for China's mining going-global strategy emphasized two sides: one is that those resources that China is in need of and lack; and the second side is the potential of the resources in those countries. Neighbouring countries were selected as the braces, African countries as main objects and Latin America as considered region. The Chinese government did give the first incentives for companies that were engaged in foreign trade, such as tax exemption. As mentioned, even after many years of operation in Africa, these Chinese companies still carry their foreign trade corporation identities. Successful going-global companies, such as Huawei and Zhongxing Telecommunications Equipment (ZTE), were able to enjoy rapid absorption into the African market and from there to the wider world. As the Chinese domestic construction market became saturated in the 1990s, the Chinese contract service companies, together with trading companies, made up the very first batch of those moving to Africa. After quickly getting their first barrels of the black gold, these companies have diversified their business interests by investing in manufacturing, services, real estate, etc. Angola only heralded its peace in 2002; hence physical development became a primary goal in its national agenda. Therefore, as reconstruction commenced on the public and private infrastructure, this generated huge opportunities as well as attractions for the migrating Chinese to plunge into the sector. 22 Indeed, apart from Africa being a strategic resource supplier and because of its friendly environment, the continent was specifically chosen as a pilot field for those Chinese companies going global. Accordingly, specific policies, as well as incentives, were launched to help more Chinese companies to come to Africa to initiate their internationalization project. In 2006, during the China-African Summit meeting, the incumbent Chinese president, Hu Jintao, facilitated the Chinese companies' settlement in Africa by announcing a new policy instrument, namely China-African Development Fund (CADF).
The CAD Fundhas four main target areas, namely, agriculture and manufactures that could help African countries become self-sufficient, infrastructure and basic industries (such as power, energy production, transportation and urban running water system), mineral resources, and industrial parks opened by Chinese companies. Up till 2014, CAD Fund has investedUS$3 billion in over 27 countries, and quite a number of projects (including some mining projects) have been operating smoothly. The very successful cement factory and tannery factory in Ethiopia is an example of these.
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Additional incentives like the six special economic zones (SEZs) that have been operating in five African countries, involved in various activities in these economic zones, including mineral processing (instead of exporting the crude material back to China, for example, the ZambiaChina Economic and Trade Cooperation Zone includes copper processing facilities). Also, a large number of Chinese big and small companies have been involved in logistics, services, industries, manufactures, medicals, hotel, trade, and so on. With these incentives aimed at globalization, more Chinese companies are settling down within Africa. China Wuyi Corporate Ltd., which came to Kenya in 2002 and has completed several very important infrastructure projects, such as the famous Thika Highway, unveiled its headquarters in Nairobi The impression that China is coming to Africa as a resource hungry power has been attributed to the methodological oversimplification of China's presence in Africa and the underlying mindset or perception of China as a monolithic entity with one grand strategy of Africa. 
NEW CHINA-AFRICA COOPERATION -AWAY FROM THE NORTH-SOUTH TRADE MODEL
A new round of reflection on China-Africa relations obviously was stimulated by the hit that Africa has taken from the low price of world staple commodity market. China was partly blamed for this slump as its decline in demand affected Africa.
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It seems that China-Africa trade does not encourage industrialization, and Africa stays indefinitely as raw materials exporters to China in exchange for manufactured goods, not so much different from the existing North-South trade model. 29 This is a simplified attempt to understand the China-Africa cooperation based on limited information. Instead of providing a generalized reply to this type of judgment, the article would like to use a case-country approach to see what kind of implications China's cooperation has brought. Angola, as the biggest trade partner for China from the continent and even the biggest supplier of oil from the whole world for a period of time could be one of the best cases reflecting the characteristic of African external-dependent economy based on primary commodity, normally explained under resource curse principle.
The relationship between China and Angola has been called a perfect marriage which has been beneficial to both sides apparently; 30 yet this relationship has also been interpreted as the most "unequal equals", quoting Nyerere's famous words to define the asymmetric bilateral relation between China and Ghana. China-Angola contact dates back to the 1960s when the Angolans gained their independence from Portugal. China's anti-imperialist policy brought its material assistance to all three major movements. In 1975, facing the tri-liberation movements' segmentation, the Chinese government initially proposed a coalition government, 34 then had to sacrifice its consistent standpoint of South-South cooperation for the greater geo-political need: to counter the hegemony of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), which stood by MPLA (Movimento Popular para a Libertaçao de Angola). 35 The impact of this period of time shadowed the pre-history of China and the MPLA government, an official tie only established in 1983. Some scholars think this was also part of the reasons why the Chinese governments have eagerly given the great number of concessional loans to Angola in its post-conflict reconstruction as kind of compensation.
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As the war finally approached its end, Angolans determined not to "grow seeds of failure any more as in 1992."
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To have an election based on their own agenda was unanimously agreed among all parties evolving from liberation movements since the beginning of the 1990s when Dos Santos-led MPLA government announced the all-around reconciliation policy and reformed the Soviet-style one-party government into multi-party election system. To finish the post-conflict reconstruction, therefore, is the need to urgently re-establish people's everyday life as well as continue the process of national reconciliation without excluding failed parties and the common people as before.
In other words, the reconstruction task facing the MPLA government physically was to disarm the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) rebels, remove all the ten million landmines, repatriate the four million displaced people to their hometowns (most came to big cities like the capital city, Luanda). All these turned out to be huge challenges for the capacities of municipal facilities, securities, and so on. Politically, it was to soften people's tough hearts cultivated during the 40 years of war, and reunite all nationals with a clear agenda towards a better daily life.
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Only six years after the end of the war, after visible changes have taken place both in the capital city Luanda and Humbo Bie, which used to be the ruling centres of UNITA, was a new National Election held in September of 2008.The logistic conditions, as well as basic infrastructure, were re-constructed largely under the hands of the Chinese. Given that the Angolan voters had suffered too much from the war, many of them voted with their stomach, 39 which explained why the apparently well-delivering MPLA won the majority in Humbo, and only some traditional supporters are still on the side of UNITA.
As other observers favourably commented unanimously, the EU observer delegation wrote in their report, "Fully reflecting the six years fruit of reconciliation and peace building, it is the symbol of a united Angola". 40 If this election is a milestone marking MPLA's successful transformation from a revolution movement into a modern political party with increasing expertise in governance and management, the six years of hard work of reconstruction had prepared for this turnaround. This showcases significant Chinese contribution to timely cooperation with Angola.
Yet, Chinese presence in Angola surely does not only lie in the construction sector. Independent Chinese traders and entrepreneurs came to Angola during the violent civil war in the late 1990s, earlier than both Chinese oil companies and a large number of construction Many of these early comers are well established financially and integrated within the hosting society of Angola already.
African Dynamics in Perspective: The Ebb and Flow of the Angola Model
Without taking these individual Chinese nationals into consideration, the essence of the bilateral cooperation at the moment is easily interpreted just like a relation based on capital in exchange for resources (oil in particular). China is seen as an unaltered partner given the huge amount of money flow between the two countries. The tell-all-term Angola model is fashionable. On the one hand, "the Angola model", a terminology created by the World Bank to acknowledge the success of the resource-for-infrastructure package arrangement between China and Angola is still often discussed by both policy makers and scholars.
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On the other hand, between the two countries, it is not used any more even though several new big loans from China have been announced since the financial crisis. Moreover, this way of cooperation has been copied many times and has become the most attractive way for other African countries to harness China's rapid presence for their own longterm benefit. Even the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), the technical vehicle of AU, has also been trying the same way to start some regional cooperation with China in future. President Dos Santos remarked, adding, "China needs natural resources, and Angola wants development". 47 He said this on the occasion of the Chinese Premier Wen's visit to Angola in June 2006. China started importing oil from Angola since the 1990s, just like other Asian countries trying to diversify its oil import from the Middle East; yet unlike its Asian partners' diversification of its refining capacity, China's refinery was constructed according to China's own sweet oil products and Angola's high quality oil fits quite well. 48 The initial courtship was mutual, if not to exaggerate a positive Angolan experience. Among many attempts by other non-Western countries to seek cooperation since the late 1990s, President Dos Santos visited China in 1998 seeking for an upscale in the bilateral relationship between both countries, leading to the ratification of many pragmatic agreements. His journey in China might also be seen as a study tour especially in Shenzhen, where he probably saw the fastest development by then in the world. 49 It is hard to measure how much this important tour contributed to Dos Santos's vision for Angola's future development and how he might have been inspired from what he saw in China. The significance, however, could be highlighted, given the similarities between the two countries, as Dos Santos elaborated in his letter to Hu Jintao: all the achievements that China has made have helped Angola and presented it a good model for its own development. 50 Furthermore, evidence of Angola's dynamism might be seen in the number of visas the Chinese Embassy issued to Angolans, coupling with the increasing number of Chinese expatriates in Angola at the same time (such as in 2008, Angolans got 10,400 visas from China, and the mainland Chinese, 50,000 Angolan visas). Notably, most Angolans in China are active public or private business entrepreneurs, unlike the majority of the Chinese that are migrant construction workers. Nonetheless,the absolute quantity of Chinese traders and entrepreneurs in Angola are several thousand already, according to the Chinese embassy.
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The Chinese loans backed by oil, brought massive changes to Angola's appearance, so much so that the terminology Angola model described the success of this cooperation. Returning to the origin of the Angola model, there have been various interpretations. World Bank experts tend to deny its novelty pointing to a long tradition in the history of extracting sector. creation in 21 century, in fostering long-term and sustainable investment, compared with the one-shot trade arrangement.
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There might not be an end to the debate of origin, especially on who learnt from whom. 55 Indeed, the oil-backed loans for infrastructure is an approach that Angola has been using since the 1980s. In a piece of Chinese literature on Angola, records show how Angola had Brazil to build the Kapanda Dam for it with oil as payment for all that Brazil spent in 1984.Under the arrangement, the Brazilian national oil company, Petrobras, was to get 6000 barrels crude oil per day for 12 years.
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At the first glimpse, this should exactly be the prototype of the 2004 agreement between the Chinese MOFCOM and Angolan Ministry of Finance. However, the former one just targeted one project while the latter was a package of many projects with the specific decisionmaking process and the way the capital operated being greatly different. At least, this has been taken as an efficient tool for Angolan presidency to secure spending priorities, bypassing the inefficiencies of the traditional financial system.
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Since the reform of the mid-1990s, the Chinese government has encouraged the provision of concessional credit as a major application of development aid.
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For many specific potential risks, the Chinese EXIM bank, as the implementer of this policy, was very prudent and the procedure was very long and slow, particularly in Africa. 59 For example, an oral agreement of a credit of US$50 million for economic housing in VIANA II was made between the China and Angola in the second year after the official bilateral tie was conceived; yet the EXIM Bank and Angola Bank did not sign the final agreement till 1997. 60 Resource-backed loan gives EXIM Bank enough sense of safety, and comparatively, the scale of loans has multiplied, and the procedures hastened since the new century. In the entire African continent, the credit line given to Angola was not the first using this type of arrangement, some studies show several loans previously given to other countries besides the small scale facilities (see Table 3 ). As indicated in the table, some countries had been using the same resource-backed loan for infrastructural development before 2004, the year China signed the agreement with Angola. "The Angola model" might have been the term selected by World Bank because of its unprecedented scale. Examining the years 2007 and 2008, it is obvious that those projects under the first US$2 billion Chinese credit line through which almost all the projects were implemented, whereas the total sum the World Bank gave to Angola at the same time was just US$500 million.
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Instead of debating on who first invented the model, the more meaningful question probably is, under what circumstances would it operate efficiently, smoothly and be mutually beneficial? It is rational to assume that the Chinese would have all loans backed by resources for the sake of security? The second credit line is given with an even lower rate than the first was a showcase of both confidence and preference on the Chinese part for this kind of cooperation. Yet for Angola, it seems the circumstance that is suitable for the Angola model has completely changed after 2007: the new loans have been signed without the insurance of oil as payment.
Since 2008 Angola's oil revenue has been greatly impacted by the world financial crisis and high-rank politicians, including Dos Santos himself, who has come back and forth to Beijing to request more financial support. Currently, several loans have been given through Chinese Development Bank, ICBC, and Exim Bank as well, and none of these took the same model.
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In a piece of Wiki leaked news in 2010, the Angolan President came to China to seek for commercial loan, instead of one backed by oil, and he expressed to the Chinese Ambassador that the "Angola model humiliated Angolans" because Angola has realized that it was neck deep in debt and would try to get itself out of this debt trap as the deal was collaterization with oil money. If this news was solid, the real reason that the Angola model was not duplicated any more in Angola might be really from Angola's new concern after seeing the first round post-conflict reconstruction. People need more jobs, and the oil revenue is expected to bring in more change than the reconstruction of infrastructure. This should be seen as a sign of Africa's dynamics and the key forces that shape, reshape or even reverse the direction of the cooperation with China, and how China's agenda is perceived.
HARNESSING CHINA'S PRESENCE FOR LONG-TERM BENEFIT
After the civil war, the booming oil price accelerated Angolan economic growth, which also lifted the self-confidence of the Angolan government to persist on its own approach to gradual reform domestically and an independent foreign policy not dominated by external forces. As early as 2002, the year the war finally came to an end, many international aid organizations crowded in to provide humanitarian assistance. This year saw an official figure as high as US$421 million's foreign aid to Angola. Yet, the Angolan government sturdily refused to allow Genetically Modified Food (GMF) into the country, so that many aid programmes of these international organizations came to a standstill. 65 Likewise, the tough attitude of the Angolan government reveals itself frequently during its contact with IMF to secure funds for reconstruction, which eventually gave up halfway and made it turn to China for support. Probably similar to the experience of President Julius Nyerere, who ran around the world in vain looking for the money to fund the TanZam Railway before he finally came to China, hesitating till the last minute whether or not to speak frankly to the newly established PRC government that was also not in a prosperous condition. Like the then Angolan government, Nyerere unexpectedly got the firm promise from China immediately. Yet this timely help required the Angolan officials to be quite open about the sum of money involved in their cooperation with China and also very candid about not wanting to depend on any single partner.
state, "you are not our only friend" to his Chinese counterpart. 67 Practically, after the first national election in which the MPLA government saw the overwhelming votes as a test of the stability of the ruling party, the Angola-China relations should have concluded its journey perfectly in Angola's agenda of post-war construction. President Dos Santos made a clear statement at a diplomats working meeting. According to him, "Globalization naturally makes us see the need to diversify internationally [and] replace the petrified concept of zones of influence that used to characterize the world." 68 China had become just one of the partners in the Angolan array of strategic international development partners, together with France, Portugal, and Brazil. These then became the most important four partners' bilateral affairs jointly managed by the Reconstruction Office (Gabinete de Reconstrução Nacional GRN), which used to be in charge of all the cooperation with China.
If there was no emergency as was the case during the post-conflict reconstruction, the Angolan government probably would not have used the Angolan model again to access Chinese capital. In other words, it would not have used that approach during the financial crisis even though large-scale infrastructural development was a top priority. In MPLA's programme for 2009 to 2012 and the government Vision 2025, to diversify its economy (especially agriculture) and reduce the heavy reliance on oil revenues have become the new priorities. This means that the ability of Chinese investments to adapt to this new agenda is crucial for its long-term position in the market, and consequently followed by challenges of financial, managerial as well as technological capacities and adaptabilities.
Late 2010 saw a final strategic partnership agreement signed during Vice -President Xi Jinping's visit to Angola. Notably, the benefits Angola gained from the bilateral cooperation with China clarified its vision, as Angola said about their entry Expo in Shanghai, "Our goal is to attend Expo with dignity and responsible image, and beginning from this point we want to achieve a position in the world market".
CONCLUSION
This article differs from the overemphasized perspective, which has fuelled the widespread stereotype of China as a hungry dinosaur and Africa as incompetent and vulnerable. Angola's story is generally a gain: with the Angola model used temporarily to harness the presence of the oil-thirsty monster. The perspective of Angolan government is that China's presence presents a completely different opportunity, probably the most immediate and easy to access that an African country could have and take advantage of. Eventually, its long-term benefits can be achieved through bargaining and persisting in its visions, both domestic and external.
In the view of common Angolans, what could be more convincing than the rapidly re-habilitated Benguela Railway, which could directly bring their big or small business from the Atlantic coast to the inner land of Central Africa and even the Eastern African Arabians? 69 Only through similar cooperation, could sustainable and mutual benefit result particularly for the resource countries the mining sector might attract. Observably, this stands for only one of many interests of the diverse players from China.
There is an internal structural dilemma within the China-Africa relations, inherent in China's immediate interests unavoidably overlapping with those host African countries'. One such interest is excess labour. 70 For instance, in Angola's case, in the first phase of contracts of those projects under the umbrella of the first US$2 billion loan package, the Chinese companies were given all the projects. However, under the requests of Angola people, in the second phase, 30 per cent was left to Angolan construction firms as local content. This 70 per cent was still criticized vocally by Angolan economists (let alone the media, NGOs, etc.), because "the construction sector is one in which Angolans hope they can find work". pressure, it is believed, partly contributed to the end of the Angola model. Predictably, further cooperation with Chinese firms coming to Angola will strictly limit the number of Chinese workers. All these challenge the Chinese firms to upgrade their business and transfer more technologies to Angolan nationals if they are to stay long in this market.
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It does not necessarily mean that both sides must effortlessly harmonize their readjustment for cooperation, given the diverging perceptions of each party. Since 2004, the Chinese workers involved with Chinese Construction Firms (CCFs) were very visible in Angola Market, and the prominent presence of the Chinese has been widely criticized. The Chinese ambassador's interpretation focused on the poor input of locals while the Angolan owners of the projects request speed. 73 Interestingly, a high-rank Angolan official regarded these jobs as temporary and not meant for local workers, who deserve permanent positions after these temporary Chinese migrant workers help to complete infrastructure and new factories and service sectors are built up.
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According to the minister, what Angola has benefitted from these Chinese CCFs, most importantly, is the low-cost techniques. African construction market may not be able to solve China's rural and agricultural issues, but has served as one temporary way to increase income, sometimes two to threefold of those temporary migrant workers compared to what they could earn domestically.
The popular discourse has portrayed that the China-driven commodities super cycle over the past decade or so may have reinforced the resource dependence of African states.
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Angola's deal with China has impacted on its own development, especially by diversifying its economic sectors as well as its partners in the world. There is notably, a lot to learn from Angola's case to master the most unequal equal relationship and to gain from the current south-south cooperation with all emerging powers, especially China.
